Patients Dependent on Electricity Supply

Patients who use essential medical equipment that requires electricity for proper functioning are considered medically dependent on power. This equipment may include (but is not limited to):

Microwave (to heat dialysis fluid)
Ventilator
Electric bed
Nebuliser
Electric hoist
Suction

To ensure a continuous supply of electricity, these patients must provide a completed Confirmation of Medically Dependent Consumer Status to their power company. The patients doctor or health practitioner is asked to complete page 5 of the form.

This ensures that power will not be disconnected due to non-payment, although patients are still required to pay for electricity, and this does not prevent power outages for technical or operational reasons. Therefore, it is recommended that patients and their health practitioners complete an emergency response plan for use in a power cut.
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